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INTRODUCTION 

 

• Developed family legal practice, P. O’Connor & Son, to become a leading law firm in 
Connaught with a national reputation.  
 

• Extensive experience of advocating for clients in the Courts of Ireland. 
 

• Practising arbitration since 1983 with experience in commercial, property, insurance 
and other contentious matters. 
 

• As a mediator, acted in professional negligence (medical, architects, lawyer and other 
professions), probate, commercial, property and other disputes.  
 

• A Notary Public since 1977 serving the counties of Mayo, Galway, Roscommon and 
Sligo.  
 

• Coroner since 1989. Retired in 2024 as Coroner for the District of Mayo. 
 

• Member of An Garda Síochána Disciplinary Inquiry and Appeals Board.  
 

• Member of Independent Appeals Tribunal of Irish Prison Service. 
 

• Former chairman of Mental Health Tribunal. Conducted more than 500 Mental Health 
hearings. 
 

• Chairperson of the Charity Appeals Tribunal. 
 

 

POLICY LEVEL INVOLVEMENTS 
 

• Provided leadership within the legal profession for 45 years, serving as President of Law 
Society of Ireland 1998, chairman and member of many of its committees through 28 
years on the Council. 
 

• President Mayo Solicitors’ Bar Association, 2006-2008. 
 

• Served on the Judicial Appointments Advisory Board (1999-2002), the Court Services 
Board (1999-2002), the Appeals Board of the Society of Actuaries Disciplinary Tribunal 
(1999-2009) and the Rules of Superior Courts Committee (2002-2012). 
 

• Former chairman of a Preliminary Investigation Committee of the Irish Auditing and 
Accounting Supervisory Authority (IAASA). A member of its external panel 2009 - 2023. 
 

• Developed sports law and sports management expertise through roles such as director 
with the Irish Sports Council (now Sport Ireland), National Child Welfare Officer with the 
IRFU and Judicial Officer to World Rugby, European Rugby and Six Nations 
Championships competitions. 
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PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS  

 

❖ Mediator CEDR accredited 
 

❖ Solicitor, admitted to the Roll in Ireland, Northern Ireland, England, 
and Wales. 
 

❖ Notary Public for Counties Mayo, Sligo, Roscommon and Galway. 
 

❖ Coroner 1989-2024 in County Mayo 
 

❖ Arbitrator Fellow of the Charted Institute of Arbitrators  
 

 

 

EDUCATION  

 

❖ Mediator CEDR accredited 
 

❖ Arbitrator The Charted Institute of Arbitrators 
 

❖ Advanced Advocacy Law Society of Ireland  
 

❖ LL.B degree University of Galway 
 

❖ Solicitor Law Society of Ireland  
 

❖ B.C.L degree University College Dublin 
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BUSINESS 
Director  

• Press Council of Ireland. Served as a Board member for two terms. Vice Chairman in the 
Council in 2014. 
 

•  O’Dwyer Foundation since 1990. 
 

•  Brabazon Park Trust since 1978. 
 

• Chairman of National Sports Campus Development Committee 2015 - 2023. 
 

• Hope House, an addiction treatment centre, from 1995 – 2002. 
 

• DANA Exploration plc 1991 - 1995. 
 

• IRD Kiltimagh Limited 1991 - 2002. 
 

• The Irish Association of Suicidology 1997 - 2002. 
 

• Sport Ireland 2015 – 2022. 
 
                                                         former chairperson 
 

• The Board of Management, St. Louis Community School – 13 years. 
 

• The Board of Management, University Hall SJ – 7 years. 
 

• Campus Development Committee – Sport Ireland – 5 years. 
 

SPORT 
• Director of Sport Ireland, 2015 – 2022. 

 
• Member of Connacht Rugby Professional Game Board,2011 – 2017.  

Chairman in 2014. 
 

• Member and Chairman of the IRFU Child Welfare Committee, 2007 – 2015. 
 

• Trustee of the IRFU Charitable Trust. 
 

• Member of Disciplinary and Judicial Officers Panels for the Rugby competitions. 
 

• Honorary legal advisor to several sporting bodies including GAA, Rugby, golf, sailing, 
fishing and others. 
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